
I started writing this newsletter while 
down in Costa Rica and got home 
April 11th. Needless to say, things 
have changed 
and I now 
write this 
from the great 
white North. 

Whenever I 
am in Costa 
Rica, it never 
seems quite 
long enough, 
and any time spent with Brendan and 
Roxanne is a true blessing to all of us. 

I will talk a little bit of life in the 
tropics. With daytime highs in the 
mid-to-high 80s and evening lows of 
72 degrees, it truly is the land of the 
Endless Summer. 

We are just approaching what we 
call the rainy season, which is also 
advertised as the green season, which 

of course indicates the abundance of 
greenery everywhere. 

Typically, in the rainy 
season, one can expect 
rain for one to two 
hours per day and 
usually between the 
hours of 4 o’clock and 
6:30. The difference 
being that when caught 
in the rainfall down 
there, it is nothing like 

here in Ontario. 

When it rains in June or July in 
Ontario, quite often we run for our 
sweaters. In Costa Rica one must 
determine that it’s raining by the 
droplets on your eye glasses because 
there certainly isn’t any difference in 
temperature. 

The rainy season runs to late 
November / early December and the 
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“As You Get Older It Is Harder To Have Heroes, 
             But It Is Sort Of Necessary.”                  Hemingway     

In The Toy Box:
The Art of Picking
I thought it might be fun this 
month to touch upon that part-
time profession of mine which is 
known as picking. This is an art I 
have carefully been honing over the 
last 45 years. It all started during 
my teens, when I was posted to 
Toronto, while serving in the 
armed forces. I truly hated living in 
barracks and made it my mission 
in life, to find my own little home 
some place in the Big Smoke. 
I did manage to find a reasonably 
priced apartment quite close to my 
home base of Downsview. I barely 
had enough money to make first 
and last months’ rent, but make it 
I did and there I sat, with a small 
table and two chairs. It gets very 
boring sleeping on foam and a 
pillow.   
While talking with a friend at 
work one day and explaining my 
dilemma of no furniture and no 
money, he suggested I might try 
an auction sale. It seemed furniture 
would go for very little money 
at the sales. I quickly sourced an 
auction which was happening very 
close to where I lived. What an 
experience that first auction sale 
was! I was amazed how reasonably 
priced everything was selling, since 
it became quite apparent that
  continued on page 2            
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The Five Year Real Estate Investment Plan Is Viable, Even In Today’s Market

Although market prices continue to reach all time highs in Orangeville and other GTA communities, there 
are still viable opportunities for investing in real estate. Even should prices begin to stablize in the GTA and 
surrounding areas, history has shown that real estate remains a great long term investment.  Since interest rates 
continue to remain at unprecedented lows, an investment in bricks and mortar is worth exploring.

In this issue’s main article I talk about investment opportunities I have found for clients wishing to invest in 
real estate as part of their portfolio. Recently I sold a strip mall in Simcoe, Ontario, a small town only minutes 
away from Port Dover. 

In Simcoe, for example, Duplexes are still available in the $200,000 to $300,000 range, however I expect that 
within the next 12 months, price increases there will be between 15 and 20%.

If you would like to learn more about how real estate can be the right investment for you, call me today and I 
will email you my FIVE YEAR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT PLAN free of charge to you. This booklet will 
show you how can profit from a real estate investment in just five years. 

David Maguire, Sales Representative * 519-941-5151  or 519-216-0138 * dmaguire@royallepage.ca * www.dmaguire.ca

For your next home, or real estate investment, call me today at 
519-216-0138 or email me at dmaguire@royallepage.ca  

antique pieces were selling for 
the same kind of money as used 
furniture. Why settle for a pressboard 
dresser from Ikea that will end up 
in on the curb in five years, when I 
could have a 100-year-old piece of 
Canadian history. And so, it began. 
In the late seventies, when I opened 
my antique store, Yorktown Antiques, 
located on Queen Street in Toronto, 
I met various Pickers who would 
come into the store and take me out 
to show their pickup trucks full of 
their most recent finds. It almost 
seemed like a better life, roaming the 
countryside looking for hidden or 
forgotten Treasures in very obscure 
places, while I was stuck manning the 
store on Queen Street. 
I gave up Yorktown Antiques when 
Roxie and I moved into our first 
home in Orangeville. Roxy had 
encouraged me to get my license and 
become a realtor. That was, of course, 
one of the best moves of my life and 
one that I have never regretted. 

It was about three years ago, when 
the thought occurred to me, why 
leave storage empty from May until 
Labor Day, when I could have it filled 
with many antiques that I already 
owned and have in storage all over the 
countryside? Thus, was founded the 
Past Glories of Toad Hollow. 
I consolidated all my items from 
their various hiding places and set 
them up at Toad Hollow to be sold 
on weekends or whenever I had free 
time. I would simply open the garage 
doors, throw up two or three garage 
sale signs and wait for people to come 
in. Well, word spread very quickly 
about the antiques and the treasures 
and also the fact that there was always 
a cold beer in the fridge for a friend 
who might want to stop by and chat 
for a bit. 
This chatting on several occasions has 
led to leads; possibly Aunt Dorothy 
had a bunch of stuff in the basement  
    
    continued on page 4

Moving forward to about five 
years ago, I came across a situation 
that made available 5,400 square 
foot of unheated storage space in 
Orangeville. My original plan was to 

store my friends’ classic cars over the 
winter, which I continue to do to this 
day. 
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As You Get Older It Is Harder To Have Heroes... continued from page 1

only real months of concern are 
halfway through September to about 
the middle of November. It is during 
this time one could experience 
excessive rainfall; sometimes for days 
on end. But having said that, I still 
love Costa Rica during those months, 
and swinging in my hammock on 
the front Verandah with the rain just 
pounding down is also Paradise to 
me. 

This year’s visit was quite restful with 
only one trip taken to visit Brendan 
at his home up in the mountains. So 
many hours spent just relaxing by the 
pool and walking the beach. 
My trip this year started on the 

March break; March 14th to be 
exact. I caught a flight out of the 
Kitchener International Airport. 
It was a unique experience flying 
out of that airport, with customs 
and security clearance being almost 
effortless; the whole procedure taking 

It’s been a very exciting time for my 
son Brendan down in Costa Rica, 
since he has started working with 
an American expatriate, who has 
been importing Army Surplus items 
purchased at auction in the United 
States and shipping them down to 
Costa Rica. Brendan has been busy 
on the internet selling such items 
as Army Medical tents huge water 
bladders compressors, etc.…, for his 
friend. 
He is also involved with his friend’s 
business which produces fiberglass 
furniture of a very tropical wicker 
style. It’s more of a cottage industry 
but it’s a product incredibly well 
suited for Costa Rica. They supply 
many large hotels and the product is 
almost invincible. It doesn’t succumb 
to the UV rays of the sun and isn’t 
affected by water. In fact, barstools 
have been underwater for 8 years at 
a very large resort up in Guanacaste. 
So Brendan is involved with the 
marketing of that and has taken on a 
sales job which will see him traveling 
to different areas and trying to get 
orders from the new Resorts which 
are being built. 
He’s also trying his hand at real 
estate down there and has a listing 
in Quepos; a very nice house with 
some ocean views listed at $150,000 
United States dollars. Brendan is 
calling his new company Compass 
International Import and Export. 
On the real estate front here in 
Orangeville, the market increases to 
become busier with inventory still at 
an all-time low. Prices have escalated 
in the GTA by 32% over this time 
last year. 20 and 30 showings per 
listing is not uncommon over a four-
day period, and multiple offers in the 
5 to 6 range are also not uncommon. 

continued on page 5

no more than 15 minutes. 
They have a very nice waiting area 
with a cafe and a very pleasant bar 
that overlooks the runway. It very 
much reminded me of the old days 
at the Toronto Airport. The big plane 
taxied up and came to rest in front 
of the observation area. A huge ramp 
was pushed into place for boarding, 
which was most challenging since 
the weather conditions were not 
ideal, and strong winds were 
blowing. It was a very pleasant flight 
which brought me into Orlando 
International Airport. 
After having picked up my rental 
car I was on the road to Sebring, 
this being my annual pilgrimage to 
visit my brother, Jerry, affectionately 
known as Bubba, and for us to attend 
the annual 12 hours of Sebring 
endurance race. I arrived at Bubba’s 
place by 10:30 p.m., just in time to 
get one Caesar in before bedtime. 
Bubba and I like to try and be first 
at the track and we hit the clubhouse 
this year about 10 o’clock in the 
morning. The staff has become very 
familiar with us and Bloody Marys 
were the order of the day. The last 
couple of years we were joined by 
Bubba’s good friend and mine Freddy 
Waterman from Ottawa. 
Well the Three Musketeers certainly 
had a good time of it and we had a 
particularly special treat in finding 
out that we were eligible to partake 
in the Previous Track Owners’ Private 
Suite. Not many people were aware 
that this suite was open and at most 
there were only 20 of us, with our 
own private bartender, right above 
the pits and the start-finish line!
 Needless to say, the three of us took 
advantage of this golden opportunity, 
enjoying every minute of it. 
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In The Toy Box: The Art of Picking continued from page 2

she just wanted to get rid of, or 
Uncle Harry had hoarded all 
that stuff up in the attic and now 
Mildred wants to get it cleaned 
out. This of course forms the art of 
picking. 
The pictures I am showing you 
today were from a recent attic find 
hidden away from human eyes for 
30 years. It consisted of about 12 
or 13 boxes and an assortment of 
miscellaneous items strewn about the 
Attic. There were tobacco advertising 

of course for me like Christmas all 
over again, but in April. The items 
are at present, awaiting a thorough 
cleaning at Toad Hollow. I hope to 
accomplish that this weekend and 
get the remainder of the classic cars 
out of storage and commence setting 
up Toad Hollow for another season. 

So once again friends, The Thrill is 
in the Hunt! I look forward to seeing 
you at Toad Hollow.  

Wee Davey      Coke and Pepsi signs and just a wide 
assortment of memorabilia. It was 

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!

It's a perpetual garage sale!
    

Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture

Victorian Architectural Pieces
    

By Chance or Appointment Only! 
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of  55 Townline, 
Orangeville

The Latest Toad Hollow Treasures
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As You Get Older It Is Harder To Have Heroes... continued from page 3

I have however found some 
opportunities for clients wishing to 
invest in real estate as part of their 
portfolio. I recently sold a strip 
mall in Simcoe, Ontario. Simcoe is 
a sleepy little town minutes away 
from Port Dover. Duplexes are 
still available in the $200,000 to 
$300,000 range. 
As the madness continues in the 
GTA and all points surrounding it, 
increasing pressure will be put will 
come to bear on communities such 
as Simcoe. I expect that within the 
next 12 months, price increases there 
will be in the 15 to 20% range. I am 
actively seeking a Reliable Property 
Manager that would make this type 
of investment work. 
The one thing that comes into play 
with most my clients are the fact 
that they are seniors. This of course 
stems from the fact that 34 years ago 
we were all young people. 
Not that we’re old people now, 
but just a little more mellow. We 
don’t necessarily have to replace our 
present home with another home 
in the GTA. We have the advantage 

places, I expect will escalate in the 
next two to three years. 
The next thing on the radar is the 
annual Orangeville Blues and Jazz 
Festival. This year it starts on Friday 
June 2nd and will continue until 
Sunday afternoon June 4th. Friday 
night is a very special day as is it 
brings all the classic cars out onto 
Broadway. 
It’s amazing to see hundreds of these 
beauties lined up and looking so 
pretty in all their glory. Once again, 
The Man Cave will be open to 
all clients and friends. Bring your 
refreshments in the cooler and leave 
them in the apartment, while you 
catch the acts and get caught up in 
the excitement. 
Well it’s time to get this off to my 
friend Angela for editing and getting 
it out to all you good people. 
To my bride in Costa Rica, love you, 
miss you, I’ll be home soon and to 
that son of mine, Brendan, keep your 
stick on the ice Bud, I love you.   

Wee Davey      

to go wherever we like in Ontario or 
for that matter in the world. So one 
could sell their house in Orangeville 
for $600,000 and replace it up in 
Cottage Country for $200,000, 
leaving them with a $400,000 
Surplus for their retirement fund. Or 
move to a quieter and gentler town 
such a Simcoe. 
Timing is everything,  however, and 
these opportunities in these little 

A warm, gentle breeze caresses your face. 
Soft sand tickles your toes. 

The rhythm of the waves hits the shore. 

For your home or vacation property needs here or in Costa Rica 
contact David Maguire at 519-216-0138
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* Although the information shown is believed to be accurate, no warranties or representations are made of any kind.
Call me today to Book an Appointment to see these excellent properties, all ideal as rental properties. Visit my website to learn how 

rental properties can be a viable investment opportunity compared to the stock market.
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Check out my listings! 
visit www.dmaguire.ca for more details* or call 519-216-0138 or email dmaguire@royallepage.ca

Prime Location At Corner Of 2 Major 
Intersections. Originally Built As Automotive 

Repair Garage. Has Been Used For Retail Sales For 
Last 5 Years.

To learn more about this opportunity contact 
David Maguire at 519-216-0138

  55 Townline, Orangeville, ON, L9W 2P9
John St & Townline

2,750 square feet

FOR LEASE 
$12 Sq Ft Net

Excellent Opportunity To Combine Your Business And Residence. Outstanding Corner 
Lot With Frontage On 2 Major Roadways. Many Uses Allowed Under M1 Zoning. Lot Is 
Approximately 0.75 Of An Acre With Access From Both Streets. Free Standing Block Garage/
Workshop Approximately 20 X 30 Feet With Hydro. Residence Is Renovated 2-Storey Brick 
Victorian That Could Also Be Used For Showroom Or Offices. 

53 Townline, Orangeville, ON L9W1V3
$3500.00 per Month 

Immediate Occupancy Available


